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Los Gatos family sells 32 acres, mixed-use planned

BY KATHERINE CONRAD

LOS BATOS - As South Bay developers waited years for
a sign the town was ready to develop the last walnut
grove on Los Gatos Boulevard, London-based Grosve-
nor Americas quietly sealed a deal with orchardist
Tom Yuki.

Don Capobres, Grosvenor’s senior development
manager in the San Francisco office, confirmed that

he began negotiating for the rights to build on the
prime property in 2008 and reached an agreement
with Yuki, whose family has owned the land since the
1940s, in late 2009.

Capobres, who worked for years for Shea Homes
Northern California, said the deal offers Grosvenor
“a very rare opportunity to find this big a piece of
property in the heart of Silicon Valley.”

The developer would not reveal how much Grosve-

nor will pay the Yuki family for the 32 acres under
its control. The Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office
values the orchards under contract to Grosvenor at
about $12 million — although property entitled for
development would sell for significantly more.

Nor would Capobres predict how much Grosvenor
will spend building a mixed-use project featur-

See MIXED-USE, Page 24

ROAD TO SUCCESS: DeCarta Inc. CEQ Kim Fennell said recent deals with Samsung, Opera and T-Mobile will be worth $10 million to his company next year.

DeGarta maps out new partnerships

BY MARY DUAN

SAN JOSE - DeCarta Inc. is a pioneer in the “turn-
by-turn” direction space, helping to power every-
thing from the OnStar navigation system in au-
tos to the Verizon VZ Navigator on cell phones.

The company now adds another pair of major
deals to its impressive record — powering the
map search on Samsung’s Wave smartphone,
and a strategic partnership to bring maps,

routes and local search to the popular browser
system Opera.

of June to everywhere except North America.
specific financials of its deals, CEQ Kim Fennell

said the Samsung and Opera deals alone will
put deCarta-powered maps in the hands of more

THOMPSON

The Samsung phones began shipping at the end
While the company is reluctant to share the

See DECARTA, Page 25

_ MOBILE TECH: NEW POSSIBILITIES, CHALLENGES

Wireless explosion
drives demand
for more capacity

BY MARY DUAN

The rise of smartphones and wireless devices has
created a frenzied demand for broadband expansion,
increased capacity that Silicon Valley companies
need as they race to fill the consumer thirst for in-
formation on the go.

President Barack Obama in June ordered federal
agencies to identify an additional 500 megahertz of
spectrum for mobile broadband use within the next
10 years. This would effectively double the nation’s

broadband capacity, as wireless companies currently
have about 547 megahertz allotted to them.

It’s creating great opportunity, not only for big

players like Cisco Systems Inc., which will ben-

efit from increased sales in broadband networking

equipment needed to deal with greater capacity.
But it also will boost up-and-coming players at the
other end of the spectrum, such as Milpitas-based
Kineto Wireless Inc.

Venture-backed Kineto makes Wi-Fi software

that helps prevent wireless connections from be-
ing disrupted, something that will become more
important as increased capacity allows the use of
more wireless devices.

The company has raised about $80 million in ven-

ture funding, and is in the process of raising a Series
E round. CEO Jeff Brown said the company should
achieve profitability by next year.

“The best thing that ever happened to Kineto is
See WIRELESS, Page 25
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Sierra makes printed circuit boards
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